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WHO ARE YOUR COUNSELORS? 

Mrs. Marcus
A - EK

Mrs. Lewis
EL - Ki

Mrs. Fleming
KL - Po

Mrs. Clay
Pr - Z

Mrs. Nichols
Counseling Secretary



FOLLOW US & STAY CONNECTED

@StarrsMill_Counseling

Starr’s Mill High School
Counseling

SMHS Counseling 
Website



JUNIORS: WHAT SHOULD YOUR FOCUS BE? 

Maximizing your GPA: Finishing the year strong
academically
Taking your initial entrance exams: ACT, SAT, or ASVAB
Researching post-secondary options that fit your goals
Taking advantage of college visits
Gather your personal achievements for your senior brag
sheet, resume, or collecting information in one spot (i.e.
Google doc)



UNDERSTANDING YOUR STUDENT’S
TRANSCRIPT

Cumulative GPA:
Only weighted GPA is reported on transcripts. 

This student’s weighted overall SMHS GPA is
3.931. 

Percentile:
Rank is reported as a percentile rather than

an exact rank. 
 

For Common App, students should note that
rank is reported as decile.

This student’s percentile is 60.80%. Their decile
rank is top 40% of the class. 



 
4 Year College: 

HOPE Scholarship Requirements:
Minimum 3.0 HOPE GPA
(GAFutures) 

NOTE: This is not calculated by SMHS and
is not listed on your SMHS transcript

Earn 4 Rigor Credits (HOPE Rigor
List) 

Students can access their HOPE transcripts
by logging in to their GAFutures Account.

 HOPE vs. Zell Miller

UNDERSTANDING YOUR STUDENT’S HOPE
TRANSCRIPT & HOPE GPA

http://www.gafutures.org/
https://www.gafutures.org/media/hvnjflju/rigor-list-january-2023-print-ready.pdf
https://www.gafutures.org/media/hvnjflju/rigor-list-january-2023-print-ready.pdf
https://sites.google.com/fcboe.org/smhs-counseling/college-career/hope-zell-miller-scholarship?authuser=0


GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS:

Total Required Credits: 23
English: 4
Math: 4
Science: 4
Social Science: 3 
Personal Fitness & Health: 1
CTAE/Fine Arts/World Language: 3
Electives: At least 4 additional 



MAXIMIZING YOUR GPA
Grades this year are extremely important for your college admissions process
senior year (initial transcript sent in the fall of senior year)
Currently SMHS reports weighted GPA’s on high school transcripts
Weighted: Includes additional quality points for advanced placement (AP) and
Dual Enrollment (DE) courses. 

AP courses receive 1 additional quality point
DE courses receive 0.5 additional quality point 



POSTSECONDARY OPTIONS: 
WHAT ARE YOUR FUTURE GOALS? 

A p p r e n t i c e s h i p s  a n d  j o b
t r a i n i n g
M i l i t a r y
2  Y e a r  C o l l e g e  o r  T e c h n i c a l
C o l l e g e
4  y e a r  C o l l e g e / U n i v e r s i t y



HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION VS. COLLEGE
ADMISSIONS REQUIREMENTS

 • Determined by GA Department of
Education (GaDOE)
 • Tracked by you, your teachers, and your
school counselor
 • You graduate if you earn the minimum 23
required credits in specific areas

 • Determined by the individual college
 • Tracked by you – it is your responsibility to
find out what the school needs/wants
 • Materials that are needed before you can
be accepted – you may not be accepted
with just the minimum
 • May include college entrance exams (SAT,
ACT, or Accuplacer)

High School Graduation:High School Graduation: College Admissions:College Admissions:



BRAG SHEET

Begin brag sheet if you have not started
Narrow down teachers and
recommenders for letters of
recommendation 
Note: college applications/common
app do not open until August of Senior
year

The purpose of a high school senior brag sheet or resume is
to provide a comprehensive overview of a student's
academic and extracurricular achievements, skills, and
experiences. It serves as a valuable tool for both the student
and their recommenders.

Junior Year: 

https://www.fcboe.org/Page/6160


• Paper/Pencil or Virtual
• 4 sections (Math, ELA, Science & Reading)
 • No penalty for guessing
 • 36 maximum score
 • Free online practice:  ACT Academy
 • Go to ACT.org to register

COLLEGE ENTRANCE EXAMS: 

Virtual
2 sections (Math and Reading)
No penalty for guessing
1600 maximum score
Free online practice: Khan Academy
Go to collegeboard.org to register

http://act.org/
http://collegeboard.org/


OTHER TESTS STUDENTS MAY NEED:  

Aptitude/career exam required for
entrance into the military that
determines your eligibility for jobs 
The ASVAB will be given at SMHS on
January 16, 2025

ASVAB (Armed Services
Vocational Battery) 



COLLEGE VISITS &
RESEARCH

Now is the time to learn about different
colleges and which ones may be a

good fit!
 
Juniors and Seniors are allowed to schedule
up to two school days per academic year for
college visits. We encourage you to use them!

The college visit form must be completed in
advance, signed by teachers, and turned in to
the counseling office at least 3 school days
prior to the visit. 

All college visits must be completed prior to
Spring Break. 



EVALUATING YOUR CHANCES AT DIFFERENT COLLEGES? 

What’s Realistic? 

Major & Course Offerings

Finances & Scholarships

Distance /Location

Housing

Campus Life

G C S U  
I N C O M I N G
 F R E S H M E N

 P R O F I L E



IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES
Panther Vision Night: Thursday, January 30 2025

Work based learning
AP class offerings
Electives
Clubs & Sports
Special Sessions

Dual Enrollment Information Meetings at the COI (6:30-
8:30pm): 

Tuesday, January 28
Thursday, March 6
Virtual Option



RESOURCES
SMHS Counseling Website and social media

College Admissions (David Graves UGA Admissions

Blog)

Collegeboard.org & ACT.org

GAfutures.org

University System of Georgia

MOS (Military Occupational Specialty) and join the

branch of choice. 

View Georgia’s list of HOT CAREERS

Senior Brag Sheet (SMHS) 11th Grade Checklist for College
Planning

https://www.admissions.uga.edu/blog/
https://www.admissions.uga.edu/blog/
http://collegeboard.org/
http://act.org/
http://gafutures.org/
https://www.usg.edu/
https://www.mepcom.army.mil/
https://explorer.gdol.ga.gov/vosnet/mis/current/hot_careers_current.pdf
https://www.usg.eduhttps/www.fcboe.org/Page/6160
https://goingmerry.com/counselor-resource-junior-college-planning-checklist/
https://goingmerry.com/counselor-resource-junior-college-planning-checklist/


J U N I O R S  -  P T S O  N E E D S  Y O U R  S U P P O R T !

P T S O  A T  S M H S  H A S  A  G O A L  T O
D E L I G H T  A N D  E N C O U R A G E  O U R

T E A C H E R S  A N D  S T A F F  A S  W E L L  A S
C E L E B R A T E  S T U D E N T S !

$ 4 0  D U E S  F O R  T H E  Y E A R

L E S S  T H A N  5 0 %  O F  J U N I O R  C L A S S
H A S  P A I D  2 0 2 4 / 2 0 2 5  D U E S

P L E A S E  J O I N !



THANK YOU 
AND SEE YOU AGAIN

S T A R R ’ S  M I L L  H I G H  S C H O O L


